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the coarse date-leaf matting of the country,
over which is spread shutteringhies (thick cotton
carpets, peculiarly the manufacture of the
Upper Provinces of India, wove in stripes of
blue and white, or shades of blue); a white calico
carpet covers the shutteringhie, on which the
females take their seat.

The bedsteads of the family are placed, during
the day, in lines at the back of the halls, to be
moved at pleasure to any chosen spot for the
night's repose; often into the open court-yard,
for the benefit of the pure air.     They are all
formed on one principle, differing only in size and
quality; they stand about half-a-yard from the
floor, the legs round and broad at bottom, nar-
rowing as they rise towards the frame, which is
laced over with a thick cotton tape, made for the
purpose, and platted in checquers, and thus ren-
dered soft, or rather elastic, and very pleasant to
recline upon.   The legs of these bedsteads are in
some instances gold, silver gilt, or pure silver;
others have enamel paintings on fine wood; the
inferior grades have them merely of wood paint-
ed plain and varnished; the servants' bedsteads
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